
Lapford Parish Council

Lapford Parish Council Meeting 10 March 2026

Email: clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 	Phone: 07768 829511	Website: www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 


                                        
For information: County and District Ward Members, press and public.

Issue date:	Tuesday 3rd March 2026

The Parish Council is grateful for the attendance and reports presented by both Councillors and external organisations. Due to the large number of issues affecting the Parish, it would be most appreciated if reports could be kept concise and to the point.

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of 
Lapford Parish Council
on Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7.30pm
In the Orchard Centre
for the purpose of transacting the business on the following agenda.

Rob Martin
Clerk to Lapford Parish Council
AGENDA

Please note that the Clerk will take an audio recording of the meeting which will be used solely to ensure minute accuracy after which it will be deleted.


	2526-271
	APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence


	2526-272
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda 


	2526-273
	COUNCILLOR COOPTION
To consider what further action can be taken to attract residents to become councillors.


	
	The Chairman to adjourn the meeting to allow public participation


	2526-274
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION & UPDATES FROM LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Members of the public are invited to make representations. Each member of the public is entitled to speak once only and shall not speak for more than three minutes. The session shall not exceed 20 minutes.


	2526-275
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
To receive a verbal report for information.
a) Devon County Council
b) Mid Devon District Council


	
	The Chairman to reconvene the meeting


	2526-276
	MINUTES
To receive and adopt the attached draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th February 2026.


	2526-277
	ACTION LIST, CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
To consider any outstanding matters on the attached Action List and decide how these are to be taken further. To receive the circulated report from the Clerk on action taken and correspondence received since the last meeting.
Action List updates on matters not on this agenda:
· Highways meeting between Steve Keable and Steve Tucker
· Orchard Centre Land
· Toddler Play Area lease
· Planning Enforcement Matters
· Telephone Box
· Additional Youth Play Equipment
· Road Wardens
· Footpaths
· Concrete Bin Disposal
· Orchard Centre Telephone Connection
· Assertion !0 Compliance
· Planning Training
· Temporary Fencing


	2526-278
	FEEDBACK FROM REPRESENTATIVES
Parish Council representatives on other bodies to feedback important information from the meetings held since the last council meeting.


	2526-279
	COMMITTEE REPORTS
a) Celebrations Committee
No committee meetings have occurred since the last Parish Council.
b) Lapford Emergency Action Plan (LEAP) Committee.
To receive a report on any LEAP committee meetings held since the last Parish Council meeting and any necessary action resulting therefrom.


	2526-280
	CHURCH GREEN TRUST FEEDBACK
To receive a report on any Church Green Trustee meetings since the last Council meeting.


	2526-281
	VILLAGE MAINTENANCE PERSON
To receive feedback from Cllr. Andrews on his discussions with the individual concerned and to decide whether to make an appointment and the basis of that appointment.


	2526-282
	PARK ROAD WALKWAY REPAIR
To receive a report from Cllr. Andrews on the work done to make this walkway useable and the support needed from the parish council.


	2526-283
	ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
To decide on a date and a potential theme for the Annual Parish Meeting.


	2526-284
	NORTH DEVON RAIL DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE
To receive a report from Cllr. Graham on the NDRDA Conference held on 6 March 2026.


	2526-285
	GRANT APPLICATION
To consider the application for grant from the Lapford Victory Hall (form to follow).


	2526-286
	INTERNAL AUDIT CONTRACT RENEWAL
To consider the attached quotation from Mulberry LAS, the current Internal Auditors, for the annual review of the accounts and AGAR from the 2026/2027 financial year. This increases the hourly rate charge of £65, fixed in April 2023, to £80. Agreeing to a three-year contract will again fix the new rate for a further three years.
                                                                                                                                                                  

	2526-287
	MDDC REGISTER OF ASSETS
To consider suggested updates to the Mid Devon Assets List for Lapford, previously circulated.


	2526-288
	VILLAGE TIDY-UP DAY
To consider final arrangements for the tidy-up session arranged for 28th March 2026.


	2526-289
	ORCHARD CENTRE CHAIRS
To consider the proposal to recover the chairs in the Orchard Centre.


	2526-290
	DEFIBRILLATOR AT SPAR
To determine how the three-monthly inspection of the defibrillator at the Spar shop is to be undertaken and by whom.


	2526-291
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION RESPONSE
To consider whether to respond as an organisation to the current government consultation.


	2526-292
	PLAYING FIELD OWNERSHIP
To consider the circulated correspondence on the question of ownership of the Lapford Playing Field and whether or not to obtain legal advice on the matter.


	2526-293
	LAPFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
To receive an update on the current situation, including the use of the parish council website for Plan communications.


	2526-294
	PLANNING MATTERS

	
	a) APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:
	Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	25/01317/PNAG
	Land and at NGR 273115 107158 Bury Barton Farm Lapford Devon
	Prior Approval for the erection of an agricultural storage building

Please Note: The consultation for this has finished but English Heritage are objecting on the basis of it being too close to a Roman Fort site. We usually do not comment on a PNAG application.




	
	

	
	b) APPLICATIONS AFTER THE AGENDA WAS ISSUED
To consider responses to applications notified after the agenda had been set.

	
	c) MDDC DECISIONS
	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	MDDC Decision

	25/01493/FULL
	Land and Buildings at NGR 272936 108832 (Rafters) Rensey Lane Lapford
	Construction of roof over existing concrete yard
	Full Permission Granted




	
	

	2526-295
	BANK RECONCILIATION AND RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS COMPARED WITH BUDGET
To receive and note the attached bank reconciliation and budget comparison document for the period ended 28th February 2026.


	2526-296
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SCHEDULE
To approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:


	
		PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	

	Payment to
	Services
	Month/Ref
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.


	2025/2026
	
	
	
	

	S Hemsworth
	Salary
	Mar 26 
	65.82
	2526-35

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	Mar 26
	550.50
	2526-35

	HMRC
	Tax Deductions
	Mar 26
	154.00
	2526-35

	HMRC
	National Insurance
	Mar 26
	40.66
	2526-35

	Everflow
	OC Sewage & Water
	Jan 2026
	0.00
	DD

	Everflow
	OC Sewage & Water
	Feb 2026
	41.26
	DD

	BT Group Ltd
	OC Broadband
	Jan 26
	55.63
	DD

	IONOS
	Village Website Hosting
	 Feb 26
	32.59
	DD

	Adobe
	Acrobat Professional
	Feb 26
	19.97
	DD

	Lloyds Bank
	Service Charge
	Feb 26
	4.25
	DD

	Valda Energy
	Orchard Centre Electricity
	Feb 26
	89.44
	DD

	Julie Down
	Chairman’s Allowance
	2026
	200.00
	2526-34

	Narked Ltd
	Assertion 10 Compliance
	Report
	90.00
	2526-36



	RECEIPTS
	
	
	

	Receipt from
		Services
	Amount
£
	Method

	2025/2026
	
	
	

	None
	
	
	



In addition, payments will be made for invoices received since the agenda was set.


	2526-297
	MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIR
To note and consider items received after the publication of the agenda and to consider action any matters arising as appropriate.


	2526-298
	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 


	2526-299
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
To note the date of the next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 7.30pm in the Orchard Centre.


	2526-300
	CLOSE OF MEETING                     
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