
Lapford Parish Council

Lapford Parish Council Meeting 14 October 2025

Email: clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 	Phone: 07768 829511	Website: www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 


                                        
For information: County and District Ward Members, press and public.

Issue date:	Tuesday 7th October 2025

The Parish Council is grateful for the attendance and reports presented by both Councillors and external organisations. Due to the large number of issues affecting the Parish, it would be most appreciated if reports could be kept concise and to the point.

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of 
Lapford Parish Council
on Tuesday 14th October 2025 at 7.30pm
In the Orchard Centre
for the purpose of transacting the business on the following agenda.

Rob Martin
Clerk to Lapford Parish Council
AGENDA

Please note that the Clerk will take an audio recording of the meeting which will be used solely to ensure minute accuracy after which it will be deleted.


	2526-145
	APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence


	2526-146
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda 


	2526-147
	COUNCILLOR COOPTION


	
	The Chairman to adjourn the meeting to allow public participation


	2526-148
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION & UPDATES FROM LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Members of the public are invited to make representations. Each member of the public is entitled to speak once only and shall not speak for more than three minutes. The session shall not exceed 20 minutes.


	2526-149
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
To receive a verbal report for information.
a) Devon County Council
b) Mid Devon District Council


	
	The Chairman to reconvene the meeting


	2526-150
	MINUTES
To receive and adopt the attached draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th September 2025.


	2526-151
	ACTION LIST, CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
To consider any outstanding matters on the attached Action List and decide how these are to be taken further. To receive the circulated report from the Clerk on action taken and correspondence received since the last meeting.
Action List Items:
· Update on Section 106 application
· Phone Box Refurbishment
· Enforcement Issues
· Tourism Signs
· Concrete Bin Disposal
· Weed Clearance
· SWW and sewage issues
· Yellow Post Box refurbishment
· Land adjacent to the Orchard Centre
· Orchard Centre Telephone
· Toddlers Play Area Lease


	2526-152
	FEEDBACK FROM REPRESENTATIVES
Parish Council representatives on other bodies to feedback important information from the meetings held since the last council meeting.


	2526-153
	COMMITTEE REPORTS
a) Celebrations Committee
No committee meetings have occurred since the last Parish Council.
b) Lapford Emergency Action Plan (LEAP) Committee.
No committee meetings have occurred since the last Parish Council. To also consider the future of this committee.


	2526-154
	CHURCH GREEN TRUST FEEDBACK
To receive a report on the Church Green Trustee meeting which occurred immediately before this meeting and consider any matters of interest for the parish council.

To consider the application for £1,500 grant from the Church Green Charity.


	2526-156
	FOOTPATH REPAIRS
To receive an update on whether the agreed footpath maintenance work had been completed.


	2526-157
	ORCHARD WAY WILLOW TREE
To consider action that could be taken regarding the dying Willow tree in Orchard Close.


	2526-158
	20 MPH SPEED LIMIT
To discuss the possibility of DCC match-funding being available to install a speed limit in Lapford.


	2526-159
	LAPFORD SCHOOL RELAUNCH
To receive a report on the conclusions of the relaunch meeting.


	2526-160
	TARKA LINE
To receive an update from Steve Munday on the latest rail service position.


	2526-161
	ORCHARD CENTRE MATTERS
To receive updates on the proposed work to the toilet and the Orchard Centre.


	2526-162
	MDDC STATE OF THE DISTRICT DEBATE
To receive an update on the conclusions of the debate.


	2526-163
	CHRISTMAS TREE
To consider ordering a Christmas Tree.


	2526-164
	FLOODING IN ORCHARD WAY
To consider the recently reported flooding at the bottom of Orchard Way and other places in Lapford.


	2526-165
	HIGHWAYS MATTERS
To consider any further highways matters that could be presented to the Community Highways Officer for action.


	2526-166
	CHRISTMAS LUNCH SUPPORT
To consider supporting the provision of the Christmas Lunch.


	2526-167
	BUDGET & PRECEPT 2026/2027
To consider the attached analysis as the first step in agreeing a budget for the next financial year.


	2526-168 
	LAPFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
To receive an update on the latest proposals by the Steering Group.


	2526-169
	PLANNING MATTERS

	
	a) APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:
	Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	None
	
	




	
	

	
	b) APPLICATIONS AFTER THE AGENDA WAS ISSUED
To consider responses to applications notified after the agenda had been set.

	
	c) MDDC DECISIONS
	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	MDDC Decision

	None
	
	
	




	
	

	2526-170
	BANK RECONCILIATION AND RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS COMPARED WITH BUDGET
To receive and note the attached bank reconciliation and budget comparison document for the period ended 31st October 2025.


	2526-171
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SCHEDULE
To approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:


	
		PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	

	Payment to
	Services
	Month/Ref
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.


	2025/2026
	
	
	
	

	S Hemsworth
	Salary
	July 2025
	65.82
	2526-10

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	July 2025
	550.50
	2526-10

	HMRC
	Tax Deductions
	July 2025
	154.00
	2526-10

	HMRC
	National Insurance
	July 2025
	40.66
	2526-10

	S Hemsworth
	Salary
	Aug 2025
	76.07
	2526-11

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	Aug 2025
	638.75
	2526-11

	HMRC
	Tax Deductions
	Aug 2025
	178.70
	2526-11

	HMRC
	National Insurance
	Aug 2025
	57.20
	2526-11

	Narked Designs
	Website & Email Hosting
	2025/26
	253.00
	2526.12

	Lapford Youth and Playing Field Trust
	Insurance Grant
	2025/26
	336.27
	2526-13

	S Hemsworth
	Salary
	Sept 2025
	65.82
	2526-14

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	Sept 2025
	550.50
	2526-14

	HMRC
	Tax Deductions
	Sept 2025
	154.00
	2526-14

	HMRC
	National Insurance
	Sept 2025
	40.66
	2526-14

	Cumbria Clock Co.
	Church Clock Service
	
	234.00
	2526-15

	PKF Littlejohn
	External Audit
	2024/25
	252.00
	2526-15

	Balsam Gharib
	NP Data Analysis
	Sept 25 – 20%
	244.20
	2526-16

	North Devon Line Rail Promotion Group
	Annual Subscription
	Membership
	12.00
	2526-17

	S Hemsworth
	Salary
	Oct 2025
	65.82
	2526-18

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	Oct 2025
	550.50
	2526-18

	HMRC
	Tax Deductions
	Oct 2025
	154.00
	2526-18

	HMRC
	National Insurance
	Oct 2025
	40.66
	2526-18

	Balsam Gharib
	NP Data Analysis
	Oct 25 – 40%
	488.40
	2526-19

	Lee Duddridge
	Footpath Lighting
	15
	85.00
	2526-20

	T & G Garden Maint
	Village Grass Cutting
	Interim 2025
	223.00
	2526-20

	Everflow
	OC Sewage & Water
	July/Aug/Sept 2025
	0.00
	DD

	BT Group Ltd
	OC Broadband
	July 2025
	55.63
	DD

	BT Group Ltd
	OC Broadband
	Aug 2025
	55.63
	DD

	BT Group Ltd
	OC Broadband
	Sept 2025
	55.63
	DD

	BT Group Ltd
	OC Broadband
	Oct 2025
	55.63
	DD

	IONOS
	Village Website Hosting
	July 2025
	30.74
	DD

	IONOS
	Village Website Hosting
	Aug 2025
	30.74
	DD

	IONOS
	Village Website Hosting
	Sept 2025
	32.59
	DD

	IONOS
	Village Website Hosting
	Oct 2025
	32.59
	DD

	Adobe
	Acrobat Professional
	July 2025
	19.97
	DD

	Adobe
	Acrobat Professional
	Aug 2025
	19.97
	DD

	Adobe
	Acrobat Professional
	Sept 2025
	19.97
	DD

	Adobe
	Acrobat Professional
	Oct 2025
	19.97
	DD

	Lloyds Bank
	Service Charge
	July 2025
	4.25
	DD

	Lloyds Bank
	Service Charge
	Aug 2025
	4.25
	DD

	Lloyds Bank
	Service Charge
	Sept 2025
	4.25
	DD

	Lloyds Bank
	Service Charge
	Oct 2025
	4.25
	DD

	Valda Energy
	Orchard Centre Electricity
	June 2025
	129.78
	DD

	Valda Energy
	Orchard Centre Electricity
	July 2025
	32.88
	DD

	Valda Energy
	Orchard Centre Electricity
	Aug 2025
	35.91
	DD

	Valda Energy
	Orchard Centre Electricity
	Sept 2025
	30.18
	DD

	Microsoft
	Microsoft 365
	Annual Fee
	104.99
	DD

	ICO
	Registration
	Annual Fee
	52.00
	Card



	RECEIPTS
	
	
	

	Receipt from
		Services
	Amount
£
	Method

	2025/2026
	
	
	

	Julie Down
	VE Day Event Takings
	20.00
	BC



In addition, payments will be made for invoices received since the agenda was set.


	2526-172
	MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIR
To note and consider items received after the publication of the agenda and to consider action any matters arising as appropriate.


	2526-173
	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 


	2526-174
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
To note the date of the Annual Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 11th November 2025 at 7.30pm in the Orchard Centre.


	2526-175
	CLOSE OF MEETING                     
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