
Lapford Parish Council

Lapford Parish Annual Council Meeting 13th May 2025

Email: clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 	Phone: 07768 829511	Website: www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 


To: all Members of Lapford Parish Council
For information: County and District Ward Members, press and public

Issue date:	Tuesday 6th May 2025

The Parish Council is grateful for the attendance and reports presented by both Councillors and external organisations. Due to the large number of issues affecting the Parish, it would be most appreciated if reports could be kept concise and to the point.

You are hereby summoned to attend the 
Annual Parish Council Meeting
of
Lapford Parish Council
on Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 7.30pm
In the Orchard Centre
for the purpose of transacting the business on the following agenda.

Rob Martin

Clerk to Lapford Parish Council


AGENDA

	2526-001
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
To consider proposals for the position of Chairman of the Council for the coming year and to elect a councillor for this role. The elected chairman to sign a declaration of office form for this role.


	2526-002
	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
To consider proposals for, and elect, a Vice-Chairman for the coming year. The elected vice-chairman to sign a declaration of office form for this role.


	2526-003
	APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence.


	2526-004
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda 


	2526-005
	COOPTION OF COUNCILLOR
To consider the applications received from potential councillors and decide whether to make a cooption on the basis of these applications.


	
	
The Chairman to adjourn the meeting to allow public participation


	2526-006
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
Members of the public are invited to make representations. Each member of the public is entitled to speak once only and shall not speak for more than three minutes. The session shall not exceed 20 minutes.


	2526-007
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
To receive a verbal report for information.
a) Devon County Council
b) Mid Devon District Council


	
	The Chairman to reconvene the meeting in line with Standing Orders


	2526-008
	CLERK’S REPORT & ACTION LIST
To consider any outstanding matters on the attached Action List and decide how these are to be taken further. To receive the circulated report from the Clerk on action taken and correspondence received since the last meeting.


	2526-009
	MINUTES
To approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15th April 2025.


	2526-010
	SIGNATORIES
To review which councillors should be the bank signatories, and whether further signatories are required. The current signatories are Cllrs. Briant-Evans; Julie Down and Bill Graham.


	2526-011
	STANDING ORDERS 
To review and adopt the Revised Standing Orders, previously circulated.


	2526-012
	FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
To review and adopt the Revised Financial Regulations, previously circulated.


	2526-013
	STATEMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROL
To adopt the attached Statement of Internal Control for the 2024/2025 Financial Year.


	2526-014
	RECEIPT OF AGENDAS AND MINUTES ONLINE
To agree to accept the receipt of agendas and minutes online.


	2526-015
	REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
To consider which councillors will represent the parish council on the outside bodies.


	2526-016
	BUSINESS RISK ASSESSMENT
To consider and adopt the attached Business Risk assessment for the coming year.


	2526-017
	ASSET REGISTER & INSURANCE
The current Asset Register is attached. The final column of the Asset Register shows the value insured for each asset based on last year’s policy. 
The Renewal Notice for insurance is awaited, the renewal date being 6 June 2025 and it is hoped that this will be available for the meeting at which time approval will be sought to make payment of the premium.


	2526-018
	INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT
If received in time for the meeting, to consider the 2024/25 Internal Audit report and decide on action to be taken based on its recommendations.


	2526-019
	2024/2025 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR)
a) Section 1 – to approve The Annual Governance Statement 2024/2025.
b) Section 2 – to approve The Accounting Statements 2024/2025.
c) To agree to publish the ‘Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & Accountability Return’


	2526-020
	RECURRING PAYMENTS
To consider and adopt the following recurring payments for the year ending 31st March 2026.

	Payment to
	Services
	Amount
£
	Frequency

	2025/2026
	
	
	

	Information Commissioners Office
	Fee
	47.00
	Annually

	1&1 IONOS
	Village Website
	14.44
	Monthly

	BT Group
	Orchard Centre Broadband
	45.12
	Monthly

	Valda Energy
	Electricity
	Variable
	Monthly

	Everflow
	Water/Sewage
	Variable
	Monthly

	Adobe
	Professional Update
	19.99
	Monthly

	Public Works Loan Board (PWLB)
	Loan Repayment
	2,249.63
	Twice-Yearly





	2526-021
	MEETINGS DATES 2024/2025
To accept the following schedule of full council meetings dates:
· 10th June 2025
· 8th July 2025
· 12th August 2025
· 9th September 2025
· 14th October 2025
· 11th November 2025
· 9th December 2025
· 13th January 2026
· 10th February 2026
· 10th March 2026
· 12th May 2026 (AGM & APM)


	2526-022
	FEEDBACK FROM REPRESENTATIVES
Parish Council representatives on other bodies to feedback important information from the meetings held since the last council meeting.


	2526-023
	COMMITTEE REPORTS
a) Celebrations Committee
To receive and consider the attached minutes of the Lapford Celebrations Committee held on 22nd April 2025 and the subsequent event on 8th May 2025.
b) Lapford Emergency Action Plan (LEAP) Committee.
No committee meetings have occurred since the last Parish Council.


	2526-024
	CHURCH GREEN TRUST FEEDBACK
To receive the minutes of the Church Green Trustee meeting held on 6 May 2025 and consider any matters of interest for the parish council.


	2526-025
	LAPFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
a) To consider any action required from the parish council following the presentation of the survey results conducted by Devon Communities Together at the Annual Parish Electors’ Meeting on 10th May 2025.
b) To receive and consider the attached minutes of the Steering Group held on 26th April 2025 and the suggested action.


	2526-026
	ORCHARD CENTRE TOILET REFURBISHMENT
To consider a proposal by Cllr. Briant-Evans to draw up plans to refurbish the public toilet and to reconfigure that end of the Orchard Centre in order to make more use of the space available.


	2526-027
	PLANNING MATTERS

	
	a) APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:


	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	25/00440/FULL
	Two Hoots 
Lapford 
Crediton 
Devon
	Variation of conditions 2 and 4 of planning approval 22/01775/FULL to allow substitute plans to reduce the number of velux windows to 2, change size of the solar hot water panels and change size of window in south elevation




	
	b) APPLICATIONS AFTER THE AGENDA WAS ISSUED
To consider responses to applications notified after the agenda had been set.


	
	c) MID DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL DECISIONS
To note any planning application determinations since the last meeting which affect Lapford Parish.
	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	MDDC Decision

	25/00170/FULL
	West Ridge Veterinary Practice The Surgery 
Popes Lane 
Lapford
	Demolition of former veterinary surgery and erection of a self-build dwelling with associated garage and parking

	Full Permission Granted




	
	

	
	d) PLANNING ENFORCEMENT
To consider a proposal by Cllr. Briant-Evans to contact planning enforcement at MDDC for the following:
· Eastmere Farm Building – this looks as if it is not in line with the planning permission granted.
· Prospect Cottage – this continues to look derelict and is falling apart, is there anything that MDDC can do to change this?


	
	e) CONSERVATION AREA REVIEW & MANAGEMENT PLAN
To consider the suggestion from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to revise the Conservation Area boundary and to draw up a Conservation Management Plan.


	2526-028
	REVIEW OF PARISH COUNCIL PAPERS
Following work carried out by Cllrs. Down and Briant-Evans, to consider what should be done with the paperwork outlined in the attached listing.


	2526-029
	RECURRING PAYMENTS
To approve the following recurring payments for 2025/2026
	Payment to
	Services
	Amount
£
	Frequency

	2025/2026
	
	
	

	Information Commissioners Office
	Annual Fee
	47.00
	Annually

	1&1 IONOS
	Village Website
	21.88
	Monthly

	BT Group
	Orchard Centre Broadband
	55.70
	Monthly

	Valda Energy
	Electricity
	Variable
	Monthly

	Everflow
	Water/Sewage
	Variable
	Monthly

	Public Works Loan Board (PWLB)
	Loan Repayment
	2,249.63
	Twice-Yearly

	Lloyds Bank
	Service Charge
	4.25
	Monthly




	
	

	2526-030
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SCHEDULE
To approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting, as below:


	2526-031
		PAYMENTS
	
	
	

	Payment to
	Services
	Month/Ref
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.


	2025/2026
	
	
	
	

	S Hemsworth
	Salary
	May 2025
	65.82
	2526-03

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	May 2025
	550.50
	2526-03

	HMRC
	Tax Deductions
	May 2025
	154.00
	2526-03

	HMRC
	National Insurance
	May 2025
	40.66
	2526-03

	Everflow
	Orchard Centre Sewage & Water
	May 2025
	0.00
	DD

	BT Group Ltd
	Orchard Centre Broadband
	May 2025
	55.70
	DD

	IONOS
	Village Website Hosting
	May 2025
	21.88
	DD

	Adobe
	Acrobat Professional
	May 2025
	19.99
	DD

	Lloyds Bank
	Service Charge
	May 2025
	4.25
	DD

	Ken White Signs
	Play Area Ownership Sign
	
	102.00
	2526-04

	Playsafety t/a ROSPA
	Post Installation Inspection
	
	494.40
	2526-04

	Kompan
	Play Area Installation
	
	31,734.86
	2526-04

	DCT
	Payment of Balance 
	NP Contract  
	3,306.00
	2526-04



	RECEIPTS
	
	
	

	Receipt from
		Services
	Amount
£
	Method

	2025/2026
	
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT Refund
	2,222.30
	BC

	MDDC
	Section 106 Funding
	19,594.69
	BC



In addition, payments will be made for invoices received since the agenda was set.


	2526-032
	2025/2026 BANK RECONCILIATION AND BUDGET MONITOR
To receive and note the attached output from Scribe on the bank reconciliation and expenditure to date for the month ended 30th April 2025.


	2526-033
	MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIR
To note and consider items received after the publication of the agenda and to resolve to action any matters arising as appropriate.


	2526-034
	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision-making.


	2526-035
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next scheduled meeting of Lapford Parish Council is Tuesday 10th June 2025.


	2526-036
	CLOSE OF MEETING    
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