
Lapford Parish Council

Lapford Parish Council Meeting 17th October 2023

Email: clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 	Phone: 07768 829511	Website: www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 


To: all Members of Lapford Parish Council
For information: County and District Ward Members, press and public.

Issue date:	Tuesday 10th October 2023 

The Parish Council is grateful for the attendance and reports presented by both Councillors and external organisations. Due to the large number of issues affecting the Parish, it would be most appreciated if reports could be kept concise and to the point.

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of 
Lapford Parish Council
on Tuesday 17th October 2023 at 7.30pm
In the Orchard Centre
for the purpose of transacting the business on the following agenda.

Rob Martin

Clerk to Lapford Parish Council

AGENDA

Please note that the Clerk will take an audio recording of the meeting which will be used solely to ensure minute accuracy after which it will be deleted  .

	2324-132
	APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence


	2324-133
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda 


	
	The Chairman to adjourn the meeting to allow public participation


	2324-134
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION & UPDATES FROM LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Members of the public are invited to make representations. Each member of the public is entitled to speak once only and shall not speak for more than three minutes. The session shall not exceed 20 minutes.


	2324-135
	OPENREACH CAMPAIGN
To hear a presentation from Michelle Maidment on the request from Openreach to register an interest in having full fibre broadband provided to Lapford so that finance can be accessed for this to happen.


	2324-136
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
To receive a verbal report for information.
a) Devon County Council
b) Mid Devon District Council


	
	The Chairman to reconvene the meeting in line with Standing Orders


	2324-137
	CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
To receive the circulated report from the Clerk on action taken and correspondence received since the last meeting.


	2324-138
	MINUTES
To receive and adopt the attached draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th September 2023.


	2324-139
	ACTION LIST
To consider any outstanding matters on the attached Action List and decide how these are to be taken further.


	2324-140
	LAPFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
a) The Lapford Neighbourhood Area designation has been agreed, as per the attached letter from Mid Devon District Council.
b) To note the attached email from MDDC 

There is a need to set up a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and the suggestion is that the next stage should be to arrange a public meeting so that all residents get a chance to take part in the formulation of the plan for the future of Lapford. Council is requested to discuss the arrangements for this meeting.


	2324-141
	LAPFORD EMERGENCY ACTION PLAN COMMITTEE (LEAP)
To adopt the minutes from the LEAP meeting held on 5th October 2023, a draft of which is attached.

Matters resulting from this meeting include:
· The Terms of Reference for the committee to be ratified at the next Council meeting.
· The clerk to contact highways to provide advance warning of works such as drainage to attempt to ensure that cars are moved before the work is to be done.
· The clerk to thank highways for clearing the obscured sign and request the fencing at that site to be replaced, or for a specification so that the parish councils can investigate doing the work.
· To install further grit bins (See agenda item)
· To replace the Orchard Centre WiFi router and perhaps reduce the charge.

The next LEAP meeting would be on Wednesday 1st November 2023 at 7.30pm in the Orchard Centre.


	2324-142
	FEEDBACK FROM REPRESENTATIVES
Parish Council representatives on other bodies to feedback important information from the meetings held since the last council meeting.


	2324-143
	CHURCH GREEN TRUST REPORT
To consider the conclusions of the latest meeting of the trust and parish council matters arising therefrom.


	2324-144
	TRAINING IN THE ARK
To offer feedback on the training session held in the Ark, and to consider a donation of £50 for the use of the facilities.


	2324-145
	DESIGN A PARISH LOGO COMPETITION
To agree to the setting up of a competition to design a parish council logo. It is anticipated that this will be available to all in the parish, young and old, with the chosen logo being used on all correspondence, the website and official paperwork and notices.


	2324-146
	D-DAY COMMEMORATION
There will be nationwide celebrations to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings on or around 6th June 2024. The council should consider whether it wants to commemorate the anniversary and, if so, what this might entail.


	2324-147
	ORCHARD CENTRE CCTV 
To consider the possible acquisition of a solar-powered CCTV unit in line with the example attached for installation outside the Orchard Centre public toilet door, in an attempt to deter vandalism.

There are CCTV units on sale by Amazon that have rechargeable batteries and solar panels which provide the images on SSD cards which range from £50 to £100. It is suggested that the clerk be authorised to purchase one of these for installation by the parish council.


	2324-148
	TELEPHONE BOX ELECTRICITY SUPPLY
To consider the attached quotation from National Grid to cut off the power supply to the telephone box, in the sum of £456.44 excluding VAT.


	2324-149
	ROAD SIGN REPLACEMENT
Following extensive research, to agree the quotation from Road Signs Direct for the provision of the replacement road signs. The quotation is for 5 items, although the requirement might be for 6. The quotation is for £399 plus VAT, which will rise to £475.80 plus VAT if the larger number is required. Quotation papers re attached.


	2324-150
	MDDC AUTUMN NEIGHBOURHOOD WALKABOUTS
The District Council is conducting the Lapford Neighbourhood Walkabout is to take place on Saturday 2nd November 2023. To decide who would accompany the staff on this.


	2324-151
	PENSIONERS’ LUNCHES
To discuss the future of pensioners’ lunch provision and decide whether the parish council can provide funds towards these.


	2324-152
	CITIZENS ADVICE
The parish council cab support Citizens Advice using Section 142 of the Local government Act 1972 and the attached letter was received requesting such support. The amount requested was not detailed and the request is to cover running costs. Council is asked to consider whether in principle it would like to support the service and if so what sum it would agree to. There is also the question of whether a formal grant claim would be required to agree finally.


	2324-153
	GRIT BINS
To consider a proposal from Cllr. Graham to purchase three, or more, grit bins in accordance with the attached email exchange. The price of £135 quoted includes VAT which means that each bin to the parish council would be £112.50, totalling £337.50 for three or £450 for four.


	2324-154
	PLANNING MATTERS

	
	a) APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:

	Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	23/01581/FULL

	Victory Hall Lapford Crediton
	Alterations to existing porch to provide disabled access




	
	

	
	b) APPLICATIONS AFTER THE AGENDA WAS ISSUED
To consider responses to applications notified after the agenda had been set.


	
	c) MDDC DECISIONS
	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	MDDC Decision

	23/00628/HOUSE
	10 Park Meadow Close Lapford Crediton Devon
	Erection of first floor gable extensions
	Full Permission Granted




	
	

	2324-155
	HMRC PAYMENT SEPTEMBER 2023
The clerk has inadvertently paid HMRC too much for tax deduction for September 2023, paying £505.50 instead of £140.60. His intention is to cease further payments for the months of October and November with a part-payment in December 2023 to catch up. Following that, the payments for January, February and March will revert back to the sum that is due monthly. Council is asked to note this.


	2324-156
	BANK RECONCILIATION & BUDGET MONITOR STATEMENT
To receive and note the attached Bank Reconciliation and Receipts and Payments statement, as at 30th September 2023.


	2324-157
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SCHEDULE
To approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting, as below:


	2324-158
		PAYMENTS
	
	
	

	Payment to
	Services
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2023/2024
	
	
	

	S Hemsworth
	Salary October 2023
	57.37
	SO

	RJ Martin
	Salary October 2023
	505.50
	2324-24

	EDF Energy
	Orchard Centre Electricity
	30.35
	DD

	Everflow
	Orchard Centre Sewage & Water
	21.10
	DD

	BT Group Ltd
	Orchard Centre Broadband
	45.12
	DD

	IONOS
	Village Website Hosting
	16.84
	DD

	Mid Devon District Council
	Parish Council Election May 2023 
	1,736.46
	2324-23



	RECEIPTS
	
	
	

	Receipt from
		Services
	Amount
£
	Method

	2023/2024
	
	
	

	Mid Devon District Council
	Precept
	12,500.00
	BGC



In addition, payments will be made for invoices received since the agenda was set.


	2324-159
	2024/2025 BUDGET AND RESERVES
To consider the attached analysis of the reserves held by the parish council and the effect of the current proposals under consideration and the scope for further work.


	2324-160
	MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIR
To note and consider items received after the publication of the agenda and to consider action any matters arising as appropriate.


	2324-161
	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 


	2324-162
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
To note the date of the next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 22nd November 2023 at 7.30pm in the Orchard Centre.


	2324-163
	CLOSE OF MEETING    
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