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MINUTES OF LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11" APRIL 2012
IN THE ORCHARD CENTRE, LAPFORD
REFERENCE 04/12

Present: Clir Lacey, Cllr Janes, Cllr Doe, Cllr Rushbrooke, Cllr Overend, Clir Wensley, Clir Garton, 3
members of the public.

Apologies: Cllr Briant-Evans, Cllr Burrows, Clir Heal, ClIr Eginton (District Cllr), Clir Lee (County
Cllr), Laura Cockram (Clerk),

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
04/12/01 The minutes of the March 2012 meeting were read, agreed and signed. Proposed by Clir
Overend and seconded by Clir Wensley.

OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

04/12/02 Bengal Cats — An MoP had sent a letter to the Parish Council and to MDDC
Environmental Health on the problems being caused by Bengal cats which were introduced into the
village in 2010. The letter had enclosed with it, a list of twelve MoP’s who had signed a petition about
these cats and made statements about how they had been affected. The MoP came to the meeting and
re-enforced the contents of the letter; these cats foul on the surface unlike other which bury their
faeces; they viciously attack other cats causing severe injuries, the local vet confirmed at least six cats
treated for attacks; they enter homes through cat flaps and are strong enough to force their way through
the magnetic flaps; when cat flaps are locked they can be heard banging on them through the night
trying to open them and they also make an awful noise; they enter homes through open windows and
cause damage and are not easily shooed away, standing their ground.

ClIr Doe said these things do agf happen with normal cats and owners should be responsible for them,
perhaps providing outdoor runs.

Clir Wensley said that if people were to make claims for damage through their pet and household
insurance the insurance companies may well take up this matter.

It was agreed that the Parish Council would write to the owners, advising them of the complamts, and
also to MDDC Environmental Health and requesting action be taken. Action: Clerk
04/12/03 Wind Turbines — Two MoP’s from Chawleigh Parish brought to the attention of the
Parish Council wind turbine applications which may affect our parish, one at Philham Farm and one at
Southcott Farm. The MoP’s thanked the Parish Council for the well considered comments on an earlier
application in Chawleigh Parish which was withdrawn as a result of the strong opposition to it,
however one of the new applications is essentially for the same wind turbine. The site for the turbine
has been moved about two hundred metres which puts it into North Devon where the application has
been made, the objections already made about it remain valid.

The application for Southcott Farm, between Lapford and Chawleigh, is out of the ‘Devon Wind
Search Area’ where turbines are not considered viable.

There are currently 170 open wind turbine applications in Devon. The MoP’s advised that it is
Government Policy that where wind turbine applications have been granted the area can be designated
a ‘due area’ for them. Hence, once applications have been approved it open the way for more wind
turbines to be erected in that area and could give rise to “Wind Farms”. The MoP’s request that
Lapford Parish Council write to North Devon and MDDC as they had done previously and object to
these developments.

Councillors were requested to send their comments to the Clerk who would then write and submit a
considered response. Action: Parish Councillors/Clerk.
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UPDATE ON MATTERS RELATING TO LAPFORD SCHOOL
04/12/04 ClIr Briant-Evans gave a statement that there was nothing to add after the excellent
presentation by John Pratt at the Annual Meeting.

UPDATE ON JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS PLANNING

04/12/05 Cllr Lacey gave a brief update from the last meeting, the results of which will be
appearing in the ‘Lookout’. Clir Lacey proposed we approve payment of the Beacon Insurance for the
Church - £137.80 and for the Beacon itself - £370.80. This was seconded by Cllr Janes and all agreed.

UPDATE ON FOOTPATHS

04/12/06 Clir Burrows had given a statement that all was well with the footpaths but he needed to
chase the annual grant for which he had submitted the claim form. Action: Clir Burrows
04/12/07 The meeting thanked Clir Burrows for sandpapering the gates to remove the graffiti.
04/12/08 Clir Doe said the gates on the Barris Footpath were not secure and cows had got onto
the footpath making a mess of it and they also posed a hazard as once on the footpath they may be able
to get onto the A377. Cllr Burrows to be asked to look into this. Action: Cllr Burrows

MATTERS ARISING

NB: The references used below are from Appendix A and the previous Minutes

03/12/08 The annual meeting was held and considered successful, however, it would have been
better if more members of the public had attended and heard the various reports and briefings, the
report form Kevin Finan, the Chief Executive of MDDC was particularly enlightening. Thanks are
given to the Clerk for arranging it.

02/12/25 MDDC do not collect the cut grass and cuts will be on a fixed schedule. A letter has
been sent accepting the T&G Garden Maintenance quote.

03/12/15 Comments on the wind turbines were sent to the clerk who submitted a response to the
Planning lists to MDDC Planning.

03/12/20 Wallingbrook Health Centre responded to the Mop’s letter, she copied it to the Parish
Council and Councillors were able to read it.

03/12/23 A response from Wessex Trains has been received which does not offer any
encouragement. There is a petition against the possible reduction in services by Wessex Trains in the
Post Office supported by our MP Mel Stride and our District Councillor Clive Eginton; this has already
collected a number of signatures.

FINANCE
04/12/09 Account Balances
Current Account £1064.47
Savings Account £8405.68
Loan Stock £283.98
04/12/10 Invoices
Clerk £165.39
Roger Janes £2750.00 (Building Work on Orchard Centre)
T&G Garden Maintenance  £26.70 (Grass Cutting)
ClIr Briant-Evans £8.78 (Annual Meeting Refreshments)
Victory Hall £20.00 (Annual Hire of Notice Board)
Cllr Doe proposed we pay the above invoices; this was seconded by Cllr Wensley and
agreed by all.
04/12/11 The Clerk has received the Annual Audit documents and is working on the return.

Action: Clerk
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PLANNING

04/12/12 REF: 12/00416/FULL - Application for the retention of ground-mounted solar
photovoltaic array and associated works at Higher Town Place, Lapford. Cllr Janes proposed we
recommend approval. This was seconded by Clir Overend and all agreed.

04/12/13 REF: 12/00378/FULL - Application for the erection of an extension at Homefield,
Kelland Hill, Lapford. Clir Wensley proposed we recommend approval. This was seconded by Clir
Overend and agreed by all.

CORRESPONDENCE
04/12/14 The correspondence was reviewed, discussion on the Bengal Cats is reported above.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

04/12/15 Cllr Doe reported that the light on the A377 near ‘The Old Copper House’ was not
working. Clerk to advise DCC. Action: Clerk
04/12/16 Cllr Wensley said he had found on the web that protected status of Playing Fields could
be given under the “Queen Elizabeth” Field and Trust scheme. The Chairman thanked him for bringing
this to the attention of the meeting, however, we had received information on this which had been
given to the Playing Field Committee.

04/12/17 ClIr Janes reported that the YVCF were advertising the upstairs room in the old ‘village
store’ for hire, which at a time when the Victory Hall is struggling for finance and had rooms for hire
did not seem a very good idea. Planning permission had been granted to change the old village store
from commercial to domestic, if it were to be used for hire planning permission would be required. Cllr
Lacey agreed to talk to YVCF.-fnefe Wefe also Concems for fe Action: Clir Lacey
04/12/17 ClIr Janes said could we consider a ‘timed agenda’ for future mtetings. Cllr Lacey said
that he agreed we should try to do this and when we issued the ‘Standing Orders’ the facility to do this
was built into them.

There were no other items to discuss therefore the meeting was closed at 10.10pm. The date of the
next meeting is Wednesday 2" May, following the AGM which will be at 7.30pm in the Orchard
Centre, Lapford.

L/MT{ i My 2012
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