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MINUTES OF LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1°" MAY 2013, 7.30PM
IN THE ORCHARD CENTRE, LAPFORD
REFERENCE 05/13

Present: Clir Lacey, Clir Briant-Evans, Cllr P Heal, Cllr C Heal, Cllr Clinch, Clir Wensley, Clir
Eginton (District ClIr), Cllr Lee (County CllIr), Laura Mackie (Clerk), 5 Members of the Public.
Apologies: Cllr Burrows, Clir Doe.

MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING
05/13/01 The minutes of the last meeting were read, amended and signed. Proposed by Cllr P
Heal, seconded by Cllr Briant-Evans and agreed by all.

LAPFORD SCHOOL

05/13/02 ClIr Lacey welcomed three members of the public acting on behalf of the parents of
Lapford School. A petition has gone around the village against the agreed changes being made to the
primary school. 321 signatures have been gained and this has been sent to Mel Stride. Mel Stride
will be taking the case to the Secretary of State as he is very concerned about the plans. The
Guardian newspaper wants to run the story. The group have asked the Academy to halt procedures
whilst they are in dispute but they seem to be pushing forward the changes without communicating
back to the group or the parents. Parents are feeling very alienated by the lack of communication.
There is the feeling that information is being hidden and the group are considering a Freedom of
Information request. Teaching posts are being advertised with interviews on 20™ May. Alternative
proposals have been put together and sent to the Academy. A response has been promised by 7™
May.

ClIr Briant-Evans has put together a letter to send to Chulmleigh Academy Trust and this was read
through. All agreed to this letter, however it was decided we should invite the Academy to a meeting
to properly talk through the plans. Two dates are to be proposed to give some choice; Thursday 9™
May and Monday 13" May, 7.30pm in The Orchard Centre. The letter is to be copied into our MP
and local councillors and to the directors and principal at Chulmleigh Academy Trust. Clir Briant-
Evans is to update this letter and forward to the Clerk to send out. Action: Clir Briant-Evans and
Clerk

OPEN FORUM

05/13/03 There were no items for discussion.

MATTERS ARISING

NB: Some of the references used below are from Appendix A and previous minutes
05/13/04 Matters arising and Appendix A are to be looked through fully at the next meeting as
we are short of time due to the AGM and School discussions.

USE OF THE ORCHARD CENTRE

05/13/05 The use of the Orchard Centre was discussed and Cllr C Heal thought that the
building was a great asset that wasn’t currently used to its full potential. Cllr C Heal proposed that
the Village Hall could hire out the Orchard Centre to help them financially and to get better use of
the Orchard centre. Some members of the public have a negative image of the Orchard Centre and at
the time of the toilet renovations there was scepticism. Cllr Briant-Evans was unsure whether this
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was the best way but it was agreed that we would look into this further and how it could logistically
work. Action: All

PRESENTATION TO COUNCILLOR MICHAEL LEE

05/13/06 Clir Michael Lee has not put himself forward for County Council Elections this year
and so Cllr Lacey presented a thank you gift to Michael for the many years he has supported the
Parish Council and Lapford as a whole. Margaret Squire is the new Conservative candidate and
voting will take place tomorrow, 2™ May.

FINANCE
05/13/07 Southern Electric has direct debited payment of £83.09.
05/13/08 Loan Stock interested of £4.96 has been credited to our account.

05/13/09 A VAT reclaim of £162.32 has been credited to our account.

05/13/10 Our precept payment of £6915.49 has been credited to our account. Our Devon
Association of Local Council subscription payment has been deducted from our £7000.00 precept
therefore the cheque written out for this at the last meeting has been destroyed.

05/13/11 Account Balances

Current Account £8264.74
Savings Account £5951.93
Loan Stock £283.98
05/13/12 Payments
Clerk £208.47
Clock Servicing £168.00
Grass Cutting £53.40
Cllr P Heal proposed these invoices be paid. This was seconded by Cllr Wensley and
agreed by all.
05/13/13 Our Insurance is due for renewal on 5™ June. We agreed to a 3 year term last year

and so this being the second year our premium is £495.28. There were no updates for items covered
on the insurance and so Cllr Wensley proposed this should be paid. This was seconded by ClIr
Briant-Evans and agreed by all.

05/13/14 The audit figures have been put together by the clerk and these and the financial
statements were read through and agreed. ClIr P Heal proposed that these should be signed off. This
was seconded by Clir Briant-Evans and agreed by all. Clerk to get the documents together and send
on to Peter Taylor who has agreed to complete our internal audit. Action: Clerk

05/13/15 Cllr P Heal proposed we should transfer £5000.00 from the Saving Account to our
Current Account. This was agreed.

PLANNING

05/13/16 REF 13/001876/FULL — Application approved for the erection of an extension at 35
Orchard Way.

05/13/17 The clerk has been informed by a member of the public that an application for the

erection of a wind turbine has been submitted. We have not had notification of this from MDDC yet,
however the member of the public is suggesting a joint meeting between parishes. It was agreed that
the clerk should ask the member of the public to advise us of any meeting that is arranged. Once the
notification has been received the clerk is to ask MDDC for an extension of the comment deadline so
we can discuss this at our 5™ June meeting. Action: Clerk

CORRESPONDENCE
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05/13/18 A member of the public has written to the Parish Council regarding the way that the
Parish Clerk position was advertised. The parishioner did not feel the way the post was advertised
and applicants sought was satisfactory. Clir Lacey has put together a response, which has been sent
around to Councillors. All agreed this should be sent.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

05/13/19 ClIr Lacey introduced Laura Mills to the meeting. Cllr Lacey and Clir Briant-Evans
interviewed Laura for the clerk’s position on Monday and offered her the role. The current and new
clerk are to get together with Clir Lacey to discuss and implement a handover.

05/13/20 Cllr Eginton spoke about the allocation of the new housing at Ambrosia Close. All
housing has been allocated to people with a local connection to Lapford or neighbouring parishes.
ClIr C Heal advised that young families have moved into the houses bringing potentially 5 children
under 5 for the pre-schools, along with some older children which may or may not attend Lapford
Primary School. There has been some negativity around the allocation of the housing. It was
thought that the Parish Council could put a note in the Lookout, but as more of a welcome. Clerk to
arrange. Action: Clerk.

05/13/21 Clir C Heal advised of the Lapford Youth and Playing Field Trusts Vintage Fair,
taking place on Saturday 25" May. Any support would be appreciated. The next meeting is on i
May, 7.30pm in The Orchard Centre.

05/13/22 Clir Burrows has passed on some concerns in his absence. There is already a problem
with the new residents (particularly children) of Ambrosia Close crossing the road over to the Petrol
Station. Cllr P Heal thought that it would be very unlikely for a crossing to be put into place but he
will talk to highways about some road safety talks with children. Action: Clir P Heal

05/13/23 CllIr Lacey wishes to thank MDDC for the fantastic work on the dry stone wall at
Prospect Way. Clerk to forward this on to Nick Sanderson at MDDC. Action: Clerk

05/13/24 Cllr P Heal advised that Clir Eginton is taking on a new role at MDDC involving
waste management.

There were no other items to discuss therefore the meeting was closed. The date of the next
meeting is Wednesday 5™ June 2013, 7.30pm in the Orchard Centre.
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