




























La 11,f QRHOOD PLAN 

Lapford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Minutes of a meeting held on Saturday June 20th

at 10-00 a.m. at The Orchard Centre 

Present: Peter Totterdill (Chair), Sue Briant-Evans, David Garton, Cllr Steve Keeble [part only], Jenny Andrews 

(Minute-Taker) 

1. Apologies for absence

These were received from Andy Chapman, Bill Graham, and Helen Greensmith.

2. Conflicts of interest declarations

None.

3. Minutes of the meeting of 16th May 2026

These were ACCEPTED as a true and accurate record.

4. Matters arising

There were none.

5. Meeting with MDDC on 27th May 2026

SK and PT reported back regarding the meeting with Mid Devon District Council on 27th May (with Tristan

Peate, Head of Forward Planning) which covered a wide range of topics including:-
• Design principles - the steering committee were referred to the Mid Devon design guide, there is still

scope for more local style. The steering committee put the case for a conservation area management

plan, which whilst not a priority for MDDC, will strengthen the case for site-specific policies for the

conservation area and its potential extension, which will come across in the Neighbourhood Plan.
• Heritage assets - any features or buildings which are not listed can be captured in the local asset

register. SBE noted that she had included in the Lapford Lookout some time ago an invitation for

residents to put forward any potential heritage assets, with no responses. ACTION DG to take

forward. It was noted that it is highly unlikely that we would be able to create an area of landscape

value, this can be recognised in the NP although would have no special designation. The importance

of designating local green spaces was mentioned, not only those open to the public but also where

there may be aspiration to make spaces open to the public.
• Overall MDDC were very helpful and felt that the steering committee's timetable was sensible (to try

to get a first draft to the parish council by the end of the year).
• It was noted that steering committee members have had training in changes to planning policies,

further training is now needed on how to apply these in practice.

6. HELAA (Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment - www.middevon.gov.uk/residents/planning-

policy/housing-and-economic-land-availability-assessment/)

Overall, Lapford has been assessed as having SO sites suitable for housing development over the next 20 years 

(from 2028). There was discussion regarding various specific sites, it was AGREED to come back to this agenda 

item at a later meeting once all attendees had had more time to read and digest the papers. 

It was noted that residents are confused between HE LAA and the Neighbourhood Plan, with some clear comms 

needed to clarify here. 

Some discussion took place concerning new houses recently built in various MDDC areas, which are not finding 

buyers. 


























